
Wednesday, August 9, 2017 | Mesore 3, 1733 

The Third Day of the Blessed Month of Mesore 

Annual Tune | Waters of the river Season 

Vespers 

Vespers Gospel 

Stand in the fear of God and listen to the Holy Gospel. A reading from the Gospel according to our 
teacher Saint Matthew the Evangelist. May His Blessings be with us all. From the Psalms of our teacher 
David the prophet. May his blessings be with us all. 
Psalms 39:2,3 
He also brought me up out of a horrible pit, Out of the miry clay, And set my feet upon a rock, And 
established my steps. He has put a new song in my mouth Praise to our God; Many will see it and fear, 
And will trust in the LORD. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Our Lord God, Savior, and King of us all, Jesus Christ, 
the Living Son of God to whom be glory forever. Amen. 
Matthew 7:22-25 
Many will say to Me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in 
Your name, and done many wonders in Your name? And then I will declare to them, I never knew you; 
depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness! "Therefore whoever hears these sayings of Mine, and does 
them, I will liken him to a wise man who built his house on the rock: and the rain descended, the floods 
came, and the winds blew and beat on that house; and it did not fall, for it was founded on the rock.  
And Glory be to God forever 

Matins 

Matins Gospel 

Stand in the fear of God and listen to the Holy Gospel. A reading from the Gospel according to our 
teacher Saint Luke the Evangelist. May His Blessings be with us all. From the Psalms of our teacher 
David the prophet. May his blessings be with us all. 
Psalms 88:24,19 
"But My faithfulness and My mercy shall be with him, And in My name his horn shall be exalted. Then 
You spoke in a vision to Your holy one, And said: "I have given help to one who is mighty; I have exalted 
one chosen from the people. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Our Lord God, Savior, and King of us all, Jesus Christ, 
the Living Son of God to whom be glory forever. Amen. 
Luke 13:23-30 
Then one said to Him, "Lord, are there few who are saved?"And He said to them, "Strive to enter through 
the narrow gate, for many, I say to you, will seek to enter and will not be able. When once the Master of 
the house has risen up and shut the door, and you begin to stand outside and knock at the door, saying, 
Lord, Lord, open for us, and He will answer and say to you, I do not know you, where you are from, then 
you will begin to say, We ate and drank in Your presence, and You taught in our streets. But He will say, I 
tell you I do not know you, where you are from. Depart from Me, all you workers of iniquity. There will be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth, when you see Abraham and Isaac and Jacob and all the prophets in the 
kingdom of God, and yourselves thrust out. They will come from the east and the west, from the north and 



the south, and sit down in the kingdom of God. And indeed there are last who will be first, and there are 
first who will be last."  
And Glory be to God forever 

Divine Liturgy 

Pauline Epistle 

Paul, the servant of our Lord Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, appointed to the Gospel of God. A 
reading from the 1 Epistle of our teacher Paul to the Corinthians. May his blessings be upon us. Amen 
1 Corinthians 3:1-8 
And I, brethren, could not speak to you as to spiritual people but as to carnal, as to babes in Christ. I fed 
you with milk and not with solid food; for until now you were not able to receive it, and even now you are 
still not able; for you are still carnal. For where there are envy, strife, and divisions among you, are you 
not carnal and behaving like mere men? For when one says, "I am of Paul,"and another, "I am of 
Apollos,"are you not carnal? Who then is Paul, and who is Apollos, but ministers through whom you 
believed, as the Lord gave to each one? I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the increase. So then 
neither he who plants is anything, nor he who waters, but God who gives the increase. Now he who plants 
and he who waters are one, and each one will receive his own reward according to his own labor.  
The grace of God the Father be with you all. Amen. 

Catholic Epistle 

A Reading from the 2 Epistle of St. Peter. May his blessing be upon us. Amen 
2 Peter 1:1-11 
Simon Peter, a bondservant and apostle of Jesus Christ,To those who have obtained like precious faith 
with us by the righteousness of our God and Savior Jesus Christ: Grace and peace be multiplied to you in 
the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord, as His divine power has given to us all things that pertain to 
life and godliness, through the knowledge of Him who called us by glory and virtue, by which have been 
given to us exceedingly great and precious promises, that through these you may be partakers of the 
divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust. But also for this very 
reason, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue, to virtue knowledge, to knowledge self-control, to 
self-control perseverance, to perseverance godliness, to godliness brotherly kindness, and to brotherly 
kindness love. For if these things are yours and abound, you will be neither barren nor unfruitful in the 
knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. For he who lacks these things is shortsighted, even to blindness, and 
has forgotten that he was cleansed from his old sins. Therefore, brethren, be even more diligent to make 
your call and election sure, for if you do these things you will never stumble; for so an entrance will be 
supplied to you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  
Do not love the world or the things in the world. The world passes away, and its desires; but he who 
does the will of God abides forever. Amen. 

Acts of the Apostles 

The Acts of our fathers the apostles, may their blessings be with us. 
Acts of the Apostles 15:13-29 
And after they had become silent, James answered, saying, "Men and brethren, listen to me: Simon has 
declared how God at the first visited the Gentiles to take out of them a people for His name. And with this 
the words of the prophets agree, just as it is written: After this I will return And will rebuild the tabernacle 
of David, which has fallen down; I will rebuild its ruins, And I will set it up; So that the rest of mankind 
may seek the LORD, Even all the Gentiles who are called by My name, Says the LORD who does all these 
things. "Known to God from eternity are all His works. Therefore I judge that we should not trouble those 
from among the Gentiles who are turning to God, but that we write to them to abstain from things 
polluted by idols, from sexual immorality,from things strangled, and from blood. For Moses has had 
throughout many generations those who preach him in every city, being read in the synagogues every 
Sabbath." Then it pleased the apostles and elders, with the whole church, to send chosen men of their own 



company to Antioch with Paul and Barnabas, namely, Judas who was also named Barsabas, and Silas, 
leading men among the brethren. They wrote this, letter by them: The apostles, the elders, and the 
brethren, To the brethren who are of the Gentiles in Antioch, Syria, and Cilicia: Greetings. Since we have 
heard that some who went out from us have troubled you with words, unsettling your souls, saying, "You 
must be circumcised and keep the law"to whom we gave no such commandment it seemed good to us, 
being assembled with one accord, to send chosen men to you with our beloved Barnabas and Paul, men 
who have risked their lives for the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. We have therefore sent Judas and Silas, 
who will also report the same things by word of mouth. For it seemed good to the Holy Spirit, and to us, to 
lay upon you no greater burden than these necessary things: that you abstain from things offered to idols, 
from blood, from things strangled, and from sexual immorality. If you keep yourselves from these, you 
will do well. Farewell.  
The word of the Lord shall grow, multiply, be mighty, and be confirmed, in the holy Church of God. 
Amen. 

Synaxarium 

The Third Day of the Blessed Coptic Month of Mesore, may God make it always received, year after 
year, with reassurance and tranquility, while our sins are forgiven by the tender mercies of our God my 
fathers and brothers, Amen. 
Departure of Pope Primus I (106-118) the 5th Patriarch of Alexandria and the See of Saint Mark 
On this day also, in the year 118 A.D., Pope Aprimos (Primus), Fifth Patriarch of Alexandria, departed. 
He was baptized by St. Mark the Apostle. He was one of the three who were ordained priests by St. 
Mark the Apostle, along with Bishop Anianus, the Second Patriarch. Pope Aprimos was ascetic, pious, 
and filled with good deeds. He was ordained to the apostolic chair on the 22nd of Paone (June 16th, 106 
A.D.). During his papacy, the church was in peace and tranquility. 
May his prayers be with us and Glory be to God forever. Amen. 
 
Relocation of the Relics of Saint Simon the Stylite to city of Antioch 
On this day, St. Simeon (Simon) the Stylite, departed. He was from Syria and he had shepherded his 
father's flocks since he was young. He regularly attended the church. The Grace of God moved him and 
he came to one of the monasteries, where he stayed and worshiped God in great asceticism. He exerted 
himself with much fasting and excessive thirst. Then he tied a rope around his loins until it pierced his 
flesh, and a repulsive smell came out of him. When the other monks were offended by his smell, he left 
the monastery and came to a pit where he dwelt for a short time. The abbot of the monastery saw in a 
vision, as someone was telling him, 'Why did you send away My servant Simon? Seek him, and bring 
him back,' as if the voice was rebuking them for his dismissal from the monastery. 
 
The abbot informed the brethren of this vision and they became troubled and they began to look for St. 
Simeon until they found him in the pit, without food or water. They confessed to him their transgression, 
asked for his forgiveness, and brought him back to the monastery. When they started to exalt him, he 
felt that he was unworthy, so he left the monastery secretly, and came to a certain rock, where he lived 
for sixty days without sleeping. Afterwards, the Angel of the Lord came to him, comforted him, and told 
him that God had called him for the salvation of many souls. Then he dwelt over a pillar, thirty cubits in 
height, for fifteen years. He performed many signs and great wonders, and preached to all those who 
came to him. His father sought him, but did not find him and he died without seeing him. His mother, 
after a long time, found out about him, so she came to him where he was staying on that pillar. There 
she wept greatly, then she slept under that pillar. The Saint asked the Lord Christ to have mercy on her. 
His mother died while she was sleeping, and they buried her under the pillar. Satan became envious of 
the saint for all his good deeds, and moved against him. He smote him in one of his legs with ulcerations 
which forced him to use the other leg for many years, until the diseased leg rotted, and worms dropped 
from it under the pillar. A chief of a band of thieves came to him and slept under his pillar. The Saint 
prayed to Christ on his behalf, and he stayed for a few days, and died. The Saint asked Christ to supply 
him with water, and a spring of water sprang up at the foot of the pillar. Then he moved to a taller 
pillar, where he stayed on top for thirty years. After he completed forty-eight years in worshipping, he 
departed to the Lord. He preached many people, taught them, and brought many back to the knowledge 
of Christ. When the patriarch of Antioch heard about his departure from this world, he came to him and 



took his body to Antioch in great veneration.  
May his prayers be with us. Amen. 

Divine Liturgy Gospel 

Stand in the fear of God and listen to the Holy Gospel. A reading from the Gospel according to our 
teacher Saint Luke the Evangelist. May His Blessings be with us all. From the Psalms of our teacher 
David the prophet. May his blessings be with us all. 
Psalms 60:1,2,3 
Hear my cry, O God; Attend to my prayer. From the end of the earth I will cry to You, When my heart is 
overwhelmed; Lead me to the rock that is higher than I. For You have been a shelter for me, A strong 
tower from the enemy. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Our Lord God, Savior, and King of us all, Jesus Christ, 
the Living Son of God to whom be glory forever. Amen. 
Luke 14:25-35 
Now great multitudes went with Him. And He turned and said to them, "If anyone comes to Me and does 
not hate his father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, yes, and his own life also, he 
cannot be My disciple. And whoever does not bear his cross and come after Me cannot be My disciple. For 
which of you, intending to build a tower, does not sit down first and count the cost, whether he has 
enough to finish it lest, after he has laid the foundation, and is not able to finish, all who see it begin to 
mock him, saying, This man began to build and was not able to finish? Or what king, going to make war 
against another king, does not sit down first and consider whether he is able with ten thousand to meet 
him who comes against him with twenty thousand? Or else, while the other is still a great way off, he 
sends a delegation and asks conditions of peace. So likewise, whoever of you does not forsake all that he 
has cannot be My disciple. "Salt is good; but if the salt has lost its flavor, how shall it be seasoned? It is 
neither fit for the land nor for the dunghill, but men throw it out. He who has ears to hear, let him hear!"  
And Glory be to God forever 

 


