
Saturday, July 15, 2017 | Epep 8, 1733 

The Eighth Day of the Blessed Month of Epep 

Annual Tune | Waters of the river Season 

Vespers 

Vespers Gospel 

Stand in the fear of God and listen to the Holy Gospel. A reading from the Gospel according to our 
teacher Saint Matthew the Evangelist. May His Blessings be with us all. From the Psalms of our teacher 
David the prophet. May his blessings be with us all. 
Psalms 111:1,2 
Praise the LORD! Blessed is the man who fears the LORD, Who delights greatly in His commandments. 
His descendants will be mighty on earth; The generation of the upright will be blessed. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Our Lord God, Savior, and King of us all, Jesus Christ, 
the Living Son of God to whom be glory forever. Amen. 
Matthew 25:14-23 
"For the kingdom of heaven is like a man traveling to a far country, who called his own servants and 
delivered his goods to them. And to one he gave five talents, to another two, and to another one, to each 
according to his own ability; and immediately he went on a journey. Then he who had received the five 
talents went and traded with them, and made another five talents. And likewise he who had received two 
gained two more also. But he who had received one went and dug in the ground, and hid his lords money. 
After a long time the lord of those servants came and settled accounts with them. "So he who had received 
five talents came and brought five other talents, saying, Lord, you delivered to me five talents; look, I have 
gained five more talents besides them. His lord said to him, Well done, good and faithful servant; you 
were faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler over many things. Enter into the joy of your lord. He 
also who had received two talents came and said, Lord, you delivered to me two talents; look, I have 
gained two more talents besides them. His lord said to him, Well done, good and faithful servant; you 
have been faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler over many things. Enter into the joy of your 
lord.  
And Glory be to God forever 

Matins 

Matins Gospel 

Stand in the fear of God and listen to the Holy Gospel. A reading from the Gospel according to our 
teacher Saint Luke the Evangelist. May His Blessings be with us all. From the Psalms of our teacher 
David the prophet. May his blessings be with us all. 
Psalms 131:1,2,9,10 
LORD, remember David And all his afflictions; How he swore to the LORD, And vowed to the Mighty One 
of Jacob: Let Your priests be clothed with righteousness, And let Your saints shout for joy. For Your 
servant David's sake, Do not turn away the face of Your Anointed. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Our Lord God, Savior, and King of us all, Jesus Christ, 
the Living Son of God to whom be glory forever. Amen. 
Luke 6:17-23 
And He came down with them and stood on a level place with a crowd of His disciples and a great 



multitude of people from all Judea and Jerusalem, and from the seacoast of Tyre and Sidon, who came to 
hear Him and be healed of their diseases, as well as those who were tormented with unclean spirits. And 
they were healed. And the whole multitude sought to touch Him, for power went out from Him and healed 
them all. Then He lifted up His eyes toward His disciples, and said: "Blessed are you poor,For yours is the 
kingdom of God. Blessed are you who hunger now, For you shall be filled. Blessed are you who weep now, 
For you shall laugh. Blessed are you when men hate you, And when they exclude you, And revile you, and 
cast out your name as evil, For the Son of Mans sake. Rejoice in that day and leap for joy! For indeed your 
reward is great in heaven, For in like manner their fathers did to the prophets.  
And Glory be to God forever 

Divine Liturgy 

Pauline Epistle 

Paul, the servant of our Lord Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, appointed to the Gospel of God. A 
reading from the Epistle of our teacher Paul to the Hebrews. May his blessings be upon us. Amen 
Hebrews 11:17-31 
By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he who had received the promises offered up 
his only begotten son, of whom it was said, "In Isaac your seed shall be called," concluding that God was 
able to raise him up, even from the dead, from which he also received him in a figurative sense. By faith 
Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau concerning things to come. By faith Jacob, when he was dying, blessed each 
of the sons of Joseph, and worshiped, leaning on the top of his staff. By faith Joseph, when he was dying, 
made mention of the departure of the children of Israel, and gave instructions concerning his bones. By 
faith Moses, when he was born, was hidden three months by his parents, because they saw he was a 
beautiful child; and they were not afraid of the kings command. By faith Moses, when he became of age, 
refused to be called the son of Pharaohs daughter, choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of 
God than to enjoy the passing pleasures of sin, esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than the 
treasures in Egypt; for he looked to the reward. By faith he forsook Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the 
king; for he endured as seeing Him who is invisible. By faith he kept the Passover and the sprinkling of 
blood, lest he who destroyed the firstborn should touch them. By faith they passed through the Red Sea as 
by dry land, whereas the Egyptians, attempting to do so, were drowned. By faith the walls of Jericho fell 
down after they were encircled for seven days. By faith the harlot Rahab did not perish with those who did 
not believe, when she had received the spies with peace.  
The grace of God the Father be with you all. Amen. 

Catholic Epistle 

A Reading from the Epistle of St. James. May his blessing be upon us. Amen 
James 1:12-21 
Blessed is the man who endures temptation; for when he has been approved, he will receive the crown of 
life which the Lord has promised to those who love Him. Let no one say when he is tempted, "I am 
tempted by God"; for God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does He Himself tempt anyone. But each one is 
tempted when he is drawn away by his own desires and enticed. Then, when desire has conceived, it gives 
birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, brings forth death. Do not be deceived, my beloved brethren. 
Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and comes down from the Father of lights, with whom 
there is no variation or shadow of turning. Of His own will He brought us forth by the word of truth, that 
we might be a kind of firstfruits of His creatures. So then, my beloved brethren, let every man be swift to 
hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath; for the wrath of man does not produce the righteousness of God. 
Therefore lay aside all filthiness and overflow of wickedness, and receive with meekness the implanted 
word, which is able to save your souls.  
Do not love the world or the things in the world. The world passes away, and its desires; but he who 
does the will of God abides forever. Amen. 

Acts of the Apostles 



The Acts of our fathers the apostles, may their blessings be with us. 
Acts of the Apostles 19:11-20 
Now God worked unusual miracles by the hands of Paul, so that even handkerchiefs or aprons were 
brought from his body to the sick, and the diseases left them and the evil spirits went out of them. Then 
some of the itinerant Jewish exorcists took it upon themselves to call the name of the Lord Jesus over 
those who had evil spirits, saying, "We exorcise you by the Jesus whom Paul preaches." Also there were 
seven sons of Sceva, a Jewish chief priest, who did so. And the evil spirit answered and said, "Jesus I 
know, and Paul I know; but who are you?" Then the man in whom the evil spirit was leaped on them, 
overpowered them, and prevailed against them, so that they fled out of that house naked and wounded. 
This became known both to all Jews and Greeks dwelling in Ephesus; and fear fell on them all, and the 
name of the Lord Jesus was magnified. And many who had believed came confessing and telling their 
deeds. Also, many of those who had practiced magic brought their books together and burned them in the 
sight of all. And they counted up the value of them, and it totaled fifty thousand pieces of silver. So the 
word of the Lord grew mightily and prevailed.  
The word of the Lord shall grow, multiply, be mighty, and be confirmed, in the holy Church of God. 
Amen. 

Synaxarium 

The Eighth Day of the Blessed Coptic Month of Epep, may God make it always received, year after year, 
with reassurance and tranquility, while our sins are forgiven by the tender mercies of our God my 
fathers and brothers, Amen. 
Departure of Saint Pishoy  
On this day, St. Pishoy, whose memorial is honorable, the star of the desert, departed. He was born in a 
town called Shansa in Egypt, and he had six brothers. His mother saw an angel in a vision saying to 
her, 'The Lord says to you, give Me one of your children to serve Me.' She answered, 'Lord, take whoever 
you want.' The angel took the hand of Anba Pishoy, who was thin and his body was frail. His mother 
told the angel, 'My Lord, take one who is strong to serve the Lord.' 'This is whom the Lord has chosen,' 
answered the Angel. Later on, St. Pishoy went to the wilderness of Shiheet and became a monk by the 
hand of Anba Bemwah (Bamouyah), who also ordained St. John 'Yehness' the Short a monk. St. Pishoy 
struggled in much asceticism and many worships that made him worthy to see the Lord Christ. 
Emperor Constantine appeared to him in a vision, saying, 'Had I known how great is the honor of 
monks, I would have abandoned my kingdom and became a monk.' St. Pishoy told him, 'You have 
banished the heathen worship and exalted Christianity, and has not Christ given you anything?' 
Emperor Constantine answered him, 'The Lord has given me many gifts, but none of them is like the 
honor of the monks.' During his days, an ascetic old man appeared in the mountain of Ansena, who was 
reputed for his righteousness and to whom many people gathered. But he deviated from the true faith 
and the devil lead him astray. He taught that there is no Holy Spirit, and many were deceived by his 
sayings. Anba Pishoy heard about him, and he went to him and he had with him a weaved basket with 
three ears. When he visited the old man and his followers, they asked him about the reason for making 
three ears for the basket. He answered, 'I have a Trinity, and everything I do, is like the Trinity.' They 
said to him, 'Then, Is there a thing called the Holy Spirit?' Then he started to explain to them from the 
Holy Scriptures, from the Old and New Testaments. He indicated to them that the Holy Spirit is One of 
the three Persons of the Trinity. He convinced them, and they returned to the true faith. Then he 
returned to his monastery in the wilderness of Scete (Shiheet). When the barbarians invaded the 
wilderness, he left it and dwelt on Mount Ansena, where he departed. After the time of persecution had 
ended, they brought his body with the body of St. Paul of Tamouh to his monastery in the wilderness of 
Shiheet.  
May his prayers be with us. Amen. 
 
Martyrdom of Saint Piroou and Saint Athom  
On this day also, St. Piroou and St. Athom were martyred. These two Saints were born in the city of 
'Sonbat', of Christian parents who were righteous, loving works of righteousness and charitable deeds. 
Their father's name was John and their mother's was Mary. St. Piroou was blond with curled hair, tall 
in stature, with blue eyes. St. Athom was tall in stature with white complexion, dark eyes and black 
beard. When Piroou was thirty years old, and Athom was twenty-seven, they attended church 



consistently during masses, and continued to give alms and provide shelter for strangers. When 
persecution was incited against the Christians, they took some goods and went to the town of El-Farma 
to trade there. They found the body of a Saint called 'Noua' with some of the soldiers. They bought the 
body from them with silver, placed the body in a marbled sarcophagus in their own home. They hung an 
oil lamb before it, and many miracles appeared from the body. The two saints reflected upon the vanity 
of the world, and the blessings of paradise. They distributed their money among the poor, went to 
Alexandria and confessed Christ before the Governor. He tortured them by beating and whipping them 
until their blood poured out on the ground. They hanged them and put fire under them. The Angel of the 
Lord came and brought them down and healed their wounds. Then, the Governor sent them to El-
Farma. When the Governor of El-Farma saw their courage and the beauty of their appearance, he 
offered them the worship of the idols. When they refused, he pulled out the nails of their hands and feet. 
Then he put them on iron rods and lit fire under them.  
 
During this, the wife of the Governor died, and he asked the two Saints to forgive him for what he had 
done to them. They prayed to God for her and God raised her from the dead. The Governor and every 
one with him believed. He released the two Saints and they returned to their town 'Sonbat'. They gave 
the poor whatever was left of their money. They gave the body of St. Noua to a righteous man called 
Sarabamon. They asked him to hang an oil lamp before it at all times. Then, they went to the Governor 
and confessed Christ. He ordered them beaten and dragged in the city until their blood poured out on 
the ground. A deaf and dumb woman took some of the blood and anointed her ears and tongue with it. 
Instantly she was healed. She glorified the Lord Christ and confessed Him. The Governor ordered them 
all to be beheaded. They all received the crown of martyrdom. The righteous Sarabamon, and some 
people from Sonbat were present. They took the bodies of the two Saints, shrouded them, and took them 
to their town. A church was built for them, where their bodies and the body of St. Noua were placed. It 
was said that their bodies are now located in the church of St. Barbara in Old Cairo. 
May their prayers be with us, Amen. 
 
Martyrdom of Saint Balanah the Priest 
On this day also, St. Balanah the priest, was martyred. He was from the city of Bara, of the 
diocese of Sakha. When he heard of the persecution of the faithful and the slaying of the saints, he 
distributed all his money to the poor and the needy. He then went to 'Antinoe' (Ansena), and confessed 
the Lord Christ before the governor. He tortured St. Balanah much with different kinds of tortures until 
he delivered up his soul in the hands of the Lord. 
May his prayers be with us, Amen. 
 
Martyrdom of Saint Epime (Pimanon)  
This day also, marks the martyrdom of St. Epime (Pimanon) (Bima). He was the chief of the village of 
'Panokleus' of the district of El-Bahnasa. He was rich and merciful to the poor. The Lord Christ 
appeared to him in a vision and told him, 'Arise, go to the Governor and confess My Name, for there you 
have a crown prepared for you.' When he awoke from his sleep, he distributed all his money to the poor 
and the needy. Then he prayed, and went to El-Bahnasa, and confessed the Lord Christ. When he 
confessed that he was the chief of the village, the Governor asked him about the vessels of the church in 
his town, and offered him the worship of the idols. St. Bima answered him saying, 'I will not give you the 
vessels, and as for worshipping the idols, I only worship my Lord Jesus Christ.' The Governor ordered 
his tongue cut off, and torture by the press and by burning. But the Lord saved and healed him. The 
Governor then, sent him to Alexandria, where he was imprisoned. Julius El-Akfahsi (the writer of the 
biographies of the saints) had a sister possessed with an evil spirit. This Saint prayed for her and she 
was healed. The report of this miracle spread out and many believed. The 
Governor became furious and he tortured the Saint with the press and by pulling out his nails. The Lord 
strengthened him and healed him. When the Governor became weary of torturing him, he sent him to 
Upper Egypt. There he was beheaded, and he received the crown of martyrdom. The servants of Julius 
El-Akfahsi carried his body to his town. 
May his prayers be with us, Amen. 
 
Departure of Cyrus (Karas) the Brother of Emperor Theodosius 
Today also, St. Cyrus (Karas) departed. He was the brother of Emperor Theodosius the Great. This saint 
knew well the vanity of the world and its temporal nature. He left all his possessions and went out 



wandering without a destination. God guided him to the inner Western Wilderness, where he lived for 
many years alone, without seeing man or beast. There was in the wilderness of Shiheet (Scete) a holy 
priest called Bamwa (Pimwah) who shrouded the body of St. Hilaria. This father longed to see one of the 
servants of Christ, the hermits. The Lord helped him until he came to the inner wilderness, and he saw 
many of the saints. Everyone of them told him about his name, and the reason he came to the 
wilderness. But St. Pimwah asked each of them, 'Is there is anyone who lives further in the inner desert?' 
They answered him, 'Yes.' He continued to walk until he finally arrived at St. Cyrus, the last one of them. 
St. Cyrus called him from inside his cell, 'Welcome, Anba Pimwah, the priest of Shiheet.' Anba Pimwah 
entered his cell, and after the greetings, St. Cyrus asked him about the news of the world, the governors 
and the faithful. At night, St. Cyrus prayed for a long time, then he knelt to the ground and delivered up 
his soul in the hands of the Lord. Anba Pimwah buried him in his cloak, then he returned glorifying God, 
telling everyone about the Saint and his strife. 
May his prayers be with us and Glory be to God forever, Amen. 

Divine Liturgy Gospel 

Stand in the fear of God and listen to the Holy Gospel. A reading from the Gospel according to our 
teacher Saint Matthew the Evangelist. May His Blessings be with us all. From the Psalms of our teacher 
David the prophet. May his blessings be with us all. 
Psalms 1:1,2 
Blessed is the man Who walks not in the counsel of the ungodly, Nor stands in the path of sinners, Nor 
sits in the seat of the scornful; But his delight is in the law of the LORD, And in His law he meditates day 
and night. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Our Lord God, Savior, and King of us all, Jesus Christ, 
the Living Son of God to whom be glory forever. Amen. 
Matthew 4:23-5:16 
And Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and 
healing all kinds of sickness and all kinds of disease among the people. Then His fame went throughout all 
Syria; and they brought to Him all sick people who were afflicted with various diseases and torments, and 
those who were demon-possessed, epileptics, and paralytics; and He healed them. Great multitudes 
followed Himfrom Galilee, and from Decapolis, Jerusalem, Judea, and beyond the Jordan. And seeing the 
multitudes, He went up on a mountain, and when He was seated His disciples came to Him. Then He 
opened His mouth and taught them, saying: "Blessed are the poor in spirit, For theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven. Blessed are those who mourn, For they shall be comforted. Blessed are the meek, For they shall 
inherit the earth. Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, For they shall be filled. 
Blessed are the merciful, For they shall obtain mercy. Blessed are the pure in heart, For they shall see God. 
Blessed are the peacemakers, For they shall be called sons of God. Blessed are those who are persecuted 
for righteousness sake, For theirs is the kingdom of heaven. "Blessed are you when they revile and 
persecute you, and say all kinds of evil against you falsely for My sake. Rejoice and be exceedingly glad, for 
great is your reward in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you. "You are the salt 
of the earth; but if the salt loses its flavor, how shall it be seasoned? It is then good for nothing but to be 
thrown out and trampled underfoot by men. "You are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill 
cannot be hidden. Nor do they light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a lampstand, and it gives 
light to all who are in the house. Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works 
and glorify your Father in heaven.  
And Glory be to God forever 

 


