Thursday, June 22, 2017 | Paone 15, 1733
The Fifteenth Day of the Blessed Month of Paone

Annual Tune | Waters of the river Season

Vespers

Vespers Gospel

Stand in the fear of God and listen to the Holy Gospel. A reading from the Gospel according to our
teacher Saint Matthew the Evangelist. May His Blessings be with us all. From the Psalms of our teacher
David the prophet. May his blessings be with us all.

Psalms 67:35,3

O God, You are more awesome than Your holy places. The God of Israel is He who gives strength and
power to His people. Blessed be God! But let the righteous be glad; Let them rejoice before God; Yes, let
them rejoice exceedingly.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Our Lord God, Savior, and King of us all, Jesus Christ,
the Living Son of God to whom be glory forever. Amen.

Matthew 10:16-23

"Behold, I send you out as sheep in the midst of wolves. Therefore be wise as serpents and harmless as
doves. But beware of men, for they will deliver you up to councils and scourge you in their synagogues.
You will be brought before governors and kings for My sake, as a testimony to them and to the Gentiles.
But when they deliver you up, do not worry about how or what you should speak. For it will be given to
you in that hour what you should speak; for it is not you who speak, but the Spirit of your Father who
speaks in you. "Now brother will deliver up brother to death, and a father his child; and children will rise
up against parents and cause them to be put to death. And you will be hated by all for My names sake. But
he who endures to the end will be saved. When they persecute you in this city, flee to another. For
assuredly, I say to you, you will not have gone through the cities of Israel before the Son of Man comes.
And Glory be to God forever

Matins

Matins Gospel

Stand in the fear of God and listen to the Holy Gospel. A reading from the Gospel according to our
teacher Saint Mark the Evangelist. May His Blessings be with us all. From the Psalms of our teacher
David the prophet. May his blessings be with us all.

Psalms 96:12,13

Rejoice in the LORD, you righteous, And give thanks at the remembrance of His holy name.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Our Lord God, Savior, and King of us all, Jesus Christ,
the Living Son of God to whom be glory forever. Amen.

Mark 13:9-13

"But watch out for yourselves, for they will deliver you up to councils, and you will be beaten in the
synagogues. You will be brought before rulers and kings for My sake, for a testimony to them. And the
gospel must first be preached to all the nations. But when they arrest you and deliver you up, do not worry
beforehand, or premeditate what you will speak. But whatever is given you in that hour, speak that; for it
is not you who speak, but the Holy Spirit. Now brother will betray brother to death, and a father his child;
and children will rise up against parents and cause them to be put to death. And you will be hated by all



for My names sake. But he who endures to the end shall be saved.
And Glory be to God forever

Divine Liturgy
Pauline Epistle

Paul, the servant of our Lord Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, appointed to the Gospel of God. A
reading from the Epistle of our teacher Paul to the Hebrews. May his blessings be upon us. Amen
Hebrews 12:3-14

For consider Him who endured such hostility from sinners against Himself, lest you become weary and
discouraged in your souls. You have not yet resisted to bloodshed, striving against sin. And you have
forgotten the exhortation which speaks to you as to sons: "My son, do not despise the chastening of the
LORD, Nor be discouraged when you are rebuked by Him; For whom the LORD loves He chastens, And
scourges every son whom He receives." If you endure chastening, God deals with you as with sons; for
what son is there whom a father does not chasten? But if you are without chastening, of which all have
become partakers, then you are illegitimate and not sons. Furthermore, we have had human fathers who
corrected us, and we paid them respect. Shall we not much more readily be in subjection to the Father of
spirits and live? For they indeed for a few days chastened us as seemed best to them, but He for our profit,
that we may be partakers of His holiness. Now no chastening seems to be joyful for the present, but
painful; nevertheless, afterward it yields the peaceable fruit of righteousness to those who have been
trained by it. Therefore strengthen the hands which hang down, and the feeble knees, and make straight
paths for your feet, so that what is lame may not be dislocated, but rather be healed. Pursue peace with all
people, and holiness, without which no one will see the Lord:

The grace of God the Father be with you all. Amen.

Catholic Epistle

A Reading from the 1 Epistle of St. Peter. May his blessing be upon us. Amen

1 Peter 4:12-19

Beloved, do not think it strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as though some strange thing
happened to you; but rejoice to the extent that you partake of Christs sufferings, that when His glory is
revealed, you may also be glad with exceeding joy. If you are reproached for the name of Christ, blessed
are you, for the Spirit of glory and of God rests upon you. On their part He is blasphemed, but on your
part He is glorified. But let none of you suffer as a murderer, a thief, an evildoer, or as a busybody in other
peoples matters. Yet if anyone suffers as a Christian, let him not be ashamed, but let him glorify God in
this matter. For the time has come for judgment to begin at the house of God; and if it begins with us first,
what will be the end of those who do not obey the gospel of God? Now "If the righteous one is scarcely
saved, Where will the ungodly and the sinner appear?" Therefore let those who suffer according to the will
of God commit their souls to Him in doing good, as to a faithful Creator.

Do not love the world or the things in the world. The world passes away, and its desires; but he who
does the will of God abides forever. Amen.

Acts of the Apostles

The Acts of our fathers the apostles, may their blessings be with us.

Acts of the Apostles 7:44-8:1

"Our fathers had the tabernacle of witness in the wilderness, as He appointed, instructing Moses to make
it according to the pattern that he had seen, which our fathers, having received it in turn, also brought
with Joshua into the land possessed by the Gentiles, whom God drove out before the face of our fathers
until the days of David, who found favor before God and asked to find a dwelling for the God of Jacob. But
Solomon built Him a house. "However, the Most High does not dwell in temples made with hands, as the
prophet says: Heaven is My throne, And earth is My footstool. What house will you build for Me? says the
LORD, Or what is the place of My rest? Has My hand not made all these things? "You stiff-necked and
uncircumcised in heart and ears! You always resist the Holy Spirit; as your fathers did, so do you. Which



of the prophets did your fathers not persecute? And they killed those who foretold the coming of the Just
One, of whom you now have become the betrayers and murderers, who have received the law by the
direction of angels and have not kept it." When they heard these things they were cut to the heart, and
they gnashed at him with their teeth. But he, being full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and saw the
glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God, and said, "Look! I see the heavens opened and
the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God!" Then they cried out with a loud voice, stopped their
ears, and ran at him with one accord; and they cast him out of the city and stoned him. And the witnesses
laid down their clothes at the feet of a young man named Saul. And they stoned Stephen as he was calling
on God and saying, "Lord Jesus, receive my spirit." Then he knelt down and cried out with a loud voice,
"Lord, do not charge them with this sin."And when he had said this, he fell asleep. Now Saul was
consenting to his death.At that time a great persecution arose against the church which was at Jerusalem;
and they were all scattered throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria, except the apostles.

The word of the Lord shall grow, multiply, be mighty, and be confirmed, in the holy Church of God.
Amen.

Synaxarium

The Fifteenth Day of the Blessed Coptic Month of Paone, may God make it always received, year after
year, with reassurance and tranquility, while our sins are forgiven by the tender mercies of our God my
fathers and brothers, Amen.

Relocation of the Relics of Saint Mark the Evangelist and Apostle

On this day, of the year 1684 A.M., that coincided with Saturday the 22nd of June, 1968 A.D., and in the
tenth year of the papacy of Pope Kyrillos the sixth, 116th Pope of Alexandria, the official delegation of
the Pope of Alexandria received the relics of the great St. Mark the Apostle, the evangelist of the
Egyptian land and the first Patriarch of the See of St. Mark from the hand of Pope Paul the Sixth, Pope
of Rome, in the Papal palace, Vatican City. The delegation consisted of ten metropolitans and bishops,
seven of them were Coptic and three Ethiopians, and three lay leaders. The Alexandrian papal
delegation left Cairo on Thursday the 23rd of Baounah, 1684 A.M. (June 20th, 1968 A.D.) on a special
plane accompanied by 90 of the Coptic personalities, among them, seven priests. They were received by
a delegation of cardinals and priests delegated by Pope Paul the Sixth, and the ambassador of Egypt to
the Vatican, at the airport in Rome. Twelve o'clock, the morning of Saturday the 15th of Baounah (June
22nd), was the appointed time for the Alexandrian Papal delegation to meet the Pope of Rome and
receive the relics of St. Mark the Apostle. At the appointed time, the delegation went in headed by Anba
Marcus, metropolitan of Abu-Teeg and Tahta, and were received by Pope Paul VI in his private office.
Pope Paul greeted the delegation, commending Pope Kyrillos the sixth, and the church of Alexandria. He
congratulated the delegation on the opening of the new St. Mark Cathedral and the receiving of the
relics of St. Mark. Anba Marcus, the head of the delegation, replied with a short speech, in which he
carried the greetings of his brother, the Pope of Alexandria. Then he handed him a letter from Pope
Kyrillos the sixth, thanking him and introducing the members of the delegation.

Pope of Rome, along with the head of the Alexandrian delegation, then carried the box that contained
the relics of St. Mark. They all walked in a procession to a grand room, which was prepared to receive
the Copts, accompanied by the official delegates to witness this historical and joyful moment. The box
containing the relics was placed on a special table. The Roman Pontiff came forward and knelt before
the box and kissed it. He was followed by Anba Marcus, the head of the Alexandrian Papal delegation,
who was followed by the members of the delegation. During the veneration of the relics of St. Mark the
Apostle, the Coptic priests and deacons present chanted appropriate ecclesiastical hymns. Joy filled the
hearts of everyone, Egyptian and foreign. An atmosphere of spirituality and holiness filled the room.
The Roman Pope then sat on his throne, and Anba Gregorius, bishop of higher studies and scientific
research, gave a speech in English, representing the delegation. He expressed in it the greetings of Pope
Kyrillos the Sixth, and the joy of the Christians of Egypt and Ethiopia for the return of the relics of St.
Mark the Apostle after eleven centuries. During which the body of St. Mark was absent from the country
in which he was martyred. Pope of Rome, replied in an official speech in French, that he read while
sitting on the throne. In it he exalted the history of the Alexandrian church, and its long struggle in the
field of dogma. He also praised its heroes, and its learned people such as Athanasius the apostolic,
Kyrillos (Cyril) the Pillar of Faith, Pantaenus and Clement. He hoped that the celebration of the day



would be a sign of love and a bond between the church of Alexandria and the church of Rome. The
Roman Pope asked in his speech also from the head, Cardinal Doval, and members of the Roman Papal
delegation to carry his greetings, admiration, and appreciation to Pope Kyrillos the Sixth, the clergy of
the church of Alexandria, Egypt and its people. Afterwards, the Pope and Anba Marcus, the head of the
delegation, rose up to exchange the commemorative gifts. Anba Marcus gave the Pope the presents
which were sent by H.H. Pope Kyrillos. Pope of Rome admired the precious gifts and asked Anba
Marcus to convey his thanks to H.H. Pope Kyrillos. The Pope in return gave the members of the
delegation commemorative presents. The Roman Pope, then gave Anba Marcus, the head of the
Alexandrian Papal delegation, an official document dated May 28th, 1968 A.D. testifying that the relics
were authentic and belonged to St. Mark the Apostle, and were taken from their original place with
veneration. The document was signed by Cardinal Porfeer, the deputy of Vatican City. Thus, the official
celebration of handing over the relics of St. Mark the Apostle ended, and the delegation went back to
their hotel.

May the blessings of St. Mark be with us all. Amen.

Consecration of The Church of Saint Mina at Maryut

On this day also, is the commemoration of the appearance of the body of the honorable saint, and great
martyr Mari Mina, and the consecration of his church at Maryut (Mareotis). Now, the body of this saint
was hidden, and the Lord wished to reveal it. It came to pass that there was a shepherd, who pastured
his sheep near the place where the body of the saint was buried. One day, one of his sheep, which was
sick of a skin disease (mangy), dipped itself in the water of a pond which was near that place. It then
went out of the water, and rolled itself in the sand of that place, and it was healed straightway. When
the shepherd saw this wonder, he marveled, and took the sand of that place and mixed it with the water
of the pond. He smeared every mangy sheep, or any that had a deformity, and they were healed
immediately. The report of this shepherd became widespread in all the regions of the empire, until the
emperor of Constantinople heard of it. He had an only daughter who was leprous. Her father sent her
there. She questioned the shepherd about how she could get rid of her illness, and he told her. She took
some of that sand and mixed it with the water. She retired to her quarters and smeared her body with
the mixture and slept that night in that place. She saw in a dream St. Mina and he told her, 'Rise up
early and dig in this place and you shall find my body." When she woke up from her sleep, she found
herself healed. She dug in that place, and she found the holy body. She sent to her father to inform him
about what had happened. He rejoiced exceedingly, thanked God and praised His Holy Name. He sent
men and money and built a church in that place which was consecrated on this day. When Arcadius and
Honorius reigned they ordered a city to be built there which was called Maryut. The masses came to this
church interceding with the blessed Mari Mina. God had honored him by the miracles and wonders that
were manifested from his pure body, until the Moslems occupied the city and destroyed it. The
biography of this saint is mentioned under the fifteenth day of Hatour (Vol. I, P. 106).

May his intercession be with us and Glory be to God forever. Amen.

Divine Liturgy Gospel

Stand in the fear of God and listen to the Holy Gospel. A reading from the Gospel according to our
teacher Saint Luke the Evangelist. May His Blessings be with us all. From the Psalms of our teacher
David the prophet. May his blessings be with us all.

Psalms 33:19,20

Many are the afflictions of the righteous, But the LORD delivers him out of them all. He guards all his
bones; Not one of them is broken.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Our Lord God, Savior, and King of us all, Jesus Christ,
the Living Son of God to whom be glory forever. Amen.

Luke 11:53-12:12

And as He said these things to them, the scribes and the Pharisees began to assail Him vehemently, and to
cross-examine Him about many things, lying in wait for Him, and seeking to catch Him in something He
might say, that they might accuse Him. In the meantime, when an innumerable multitude of people had
gathered together, so that they trampled one another, He began to say to His disciples first of all, "Beware
of the leaven of the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy. For there is nothing covered that will not be revealed,



nor hidden that will not be known. Therefore whatever you have spoken in the dark will be heard in the
light, and what you have spoken in the ear in inner rooms will be proclaimed on the housetops. "And I say
to you, My friends, do not be afraid of those who kill the body, and after that have no more that they can
do. But I will show you whom you should fear: Fear Him who, after He has killed, has power to cast into
hell; yes, I say to you, fear Him! "Are not five sparrows sold for two copper coins? And not one of them is
forgotten before God. But the very hairs of your head are all numbered. Do not fear therefore; you are of
more value than many sparrows. "Also I say to you, whoever confesses Me before men, him the Son of
Man also will confess before the angels of God. But he who denies Me before men will be denied before
the angels of God. "And anyone who speaks a word against the Son of Man, it will be forgiven him; but to
him who blasphemes against the Holy Spirit, it will not be forgiven. "Now when they bring you to the
synagogues and magistrates and authorities, do not worry about how or what you should answer, or what
you should say. For the Holy Spirit will teach you in that very hour what you ought to say."

And Glory be to God forever



