
Tuesday, May 23, 2017 | Pashons 15, 1733 

The Fifteenth Day of the Blessed Month of Pashons 

Festal Tune | Winds of heaven Season 

Vespers 

Vespers Gospel 

Stand in the fear of God and listen to the Holy Gospel. A reading from the Gospel according to our 
teacher Saint Mark the Evangelist. May His Blessings be with us all. From the Psalms of our teacher 
David the prophet. May his blessings be with us all. 
Psalms 46:4-5 
He will choose our inheritance for us, The excellence of Jacob whom He loves. Selah God has gone up with 
a shout, The LORD with the sound of a trumpet. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Our Lord God, Savior, and King of us all, Jesus Christ, 
the Living Son of God to whom be glory forever. Amen. 
Mark 9:14-29 
And when He came to the disciples, He saw a great multitude around them, and scribes disputing with 
them. Immediately, when they saw Him, all the people were greatly amazed, and running to Him, greeted 
Him. And He asked the scribes, "What are you discussing with them?" Then one of the crowd answered 
and said, "Teacher, I brought You my son, who has a mute spirit. And wherever it seizes him, it throws 
him down; he foams at the mouth, gnashes his teeth, and becomes rigid. So I spoke to Your disciples, that 
they should cast it out, but they could not." He answered him and said, "O faithless generation, how long 
shall I be with you? How long shall I bear with you? Bring him to Me." Then they brought him to Him. 
And when he saw Him, immediately the spirit convulsed him, and he fell on the ground and wallowed, 
foaming at the mouth. So He asked his father, "How long has this been happening to him?"And he said, 
"From childhood. And often he has thrown him both into the fire and into the water to destroy him. But if 
You can do anything, have compassion on us and help us." Jesus said to him, "If you can believe, all things 
are possible to him who believes." Immediately the father of the child cried out and said with tears, "Lord, 
I believe; help my unbelief!" When Jesus saw that the people came running together, He rebuked the 
unclean spirit, saying to it, "Deaf and dumb spirit, I command you, come out of him and enter him no 
more!" Then the spirit cried out, convulsed him greatly, and came out of him. And he became as one dead, 
so that many said, "He is dead." But Jesus took him by the hand and lifted him up, and he arose. And 
when He had come into the house, His disciples asked Him privately, "Why could we not cast it out?" So 
He said to them, "This kind can come out by nothing but prayer and fasting."  
And Glory be to God forever 

Matins 

Matins Gospel 

Stand in the fear of God and listen to the Holy Gospel. A reading from the Gospel according to our 
teacher Saint Mark the Evangelist. May His Blessings be with us all. From the Psalms of our teacher 
David the prophet. May his blessings be with us all. 
Psalms 46:3-4 
He will subdue the peoples under us, And the nations under our feet. He will choose our inheritance for 
us, The excellence of Jacob whom He loves. Selah 



Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Our Lord God, Savior, and King of us all, Jesus Christ, 
the Living Son of God to whom be glory forever. Amen. 
Mark 9:30-32 
Then they departed from there and passed through Galilee, and He did not want anyone to know it. For 
He taught His disciples and said to them, "The Son of Man is being betrayed into the hands of men, and 
they will kill Him. And after He is killed, He will rise the third day." But they did not understand this 
saying, and were afraid to ask Him.  
And Glory be to God forever 

Divine Liturgy 

Pauline Epistle 

Paul, the servant of our Lord Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, appointed to the Gospel of God. A 
reading from the Epistle of our teacher Paul to the Romans. May his blessings be upon us. Amen 
Romans 8:9-11 
But you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you. Now if anyone does 
not have the Spirit of Christ, he is not His. And if Christ is in you, the body is dead because of sin, but the 
Spirit is life because of righteousness. But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in 
you, He who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit who 
dwells in you.  
The grace of God the Father be with you all. Amen. 

Catholic Epistle 

A Reading from the 1 Epistle of St. John. May his blessing be upon us. Amen 
1 John 5:9-12 
If we receive the witness of men, the witness of God is greater; for this is the witness of God which He has 
testified of His Son. He who believes in the Son of God has the witness in himself; he who does not believe 
God has made Him a liar, because he has not believed the testimony that God has given of His Son. And 
this is the testimony: that God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His Son. He who has the Son has 
life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have life.  
Do not love the world or the things in the world. The world passes away, and its desires; but he who 
does the will of God abides forever. Amen. 

Acts of the Apostles 

The Acts of our fathers the apostles, may their blessings be with us. 
Acts of the Apostles 5:27-39 
And when they had brought them, they set them before the council. And the high priest asked them, 
saying, "Did we not strictly command you not to teach in this name? And look, you have filled Jerusalem 
with your doctrine, and intend to bring this Mans blood on us!" But Peter and the other apostles answered 
and said: "We ought to obey God rather than men. The God of our fathers raised up Jesus whom you 
murdered by hanging on a tree. Him God has exalted to His right hand to be Prince and Savior, to give 
repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins. And we are His witnesses to these things, and so also is the 
Holy Spirit whom God has given to those who obey Him." When they heard this, they were furious and 
plotted to kill them. Then one in the council stood up, a Pharisee named Gamaliel, a teacher of the law 
held in respect by all the people, and commanded them to put the apostles outside for a little while. And 
he said to them: "Men of Israel, take heed to yourselves what you intend to do regarding these men. For 
some time ago Theudas rose up, claiming to be somebody. A number of men, about four hundred, joined 
him. He was slain, and all who obeyed him were scattered and came to nothing. After this man, Judas of 
Galilee rose up in the days of the census, and drew away many people after him. He also perished, and all 
who obeyed him were dispersed. And now I say to you, keep away from these men and let them alone; for 
if this plan or this work is of men, it will come to nothing; but if it is of God, you cannot overthrow itlest 
you even be found to fight against God."  



The word of the Lord shall grow, multiply, be mighty, and be confirmed, in the holy Church of God. 
Amen. 

Synaxarium 

The Fifteenth Day of the Blessed Coptic Month of Pashons, may God make it always received, year after 
year, with reassurance and tranquility, while our sins are forgiven by the tender mercies of our God my 
fathers and brothers, Amen. 
Martyrdom of Saint Simon the Zealot the Apostle 
On this day, St. Simon the Zealot, the apostle of our Lord (Whose name also is Nathanael, Jn 1:45-55), 
was martyred. He was born in Cana of Galilee, and was expert in the Law and books of the prophets. He 
had a fervor zeal, so he was called the Zealot, and he was righteous, pious, and 
did not show favor to anyone. So when Philip the Apostle said to him: 'We have found Him of whom 
Moses in the law, and also the prophets, wrote; Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.' Nathanael said to 
him, 'Can anything good come out of Nazareth?' Philip said to him, 'Come and see.' Jesus saw Nathanael 
coming toward Him, and said of him, 'Behold, an Israelite indeed, in whom is no guile!' Nathanael said 
to Him, 'How do You know me?' Jesus answered and said to him, 'Before Philip called you, when you 
were under the fig tree, I saw you.' Nathanael, who realized that He knew the hidden secrets, answered 
and said to Him: 'Rabbi, You are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!' 
 
It was said that when he was a young man, he quarreled with a man, killed him, and buried him under 
the fig tree, and no one knew about it. It was also said that at the time of the slaughter of the children of 
Bethlehem by Herod, his mother hid him under a fig tree that was in her house. She nursed him during 
the night and hid him during the day, and continued to do so until the persecution of Herod died down. 
His mother did not tell him about this until he was fully grown and he never told anyone about this. 
When Jesus revealed that to him, he realized that He was the omniscient God, bowed before him, and 
was obedient to Him. He believed, followed Him, and became one of His twelve disciples. 
 
After he had received the grace of the Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost, he spoke with tongues, 
enlightened the world with his evangelism, and returned many to the faith in the Lord Christ. He 
preached in Africa, and in the country of El-Bejah, which extended from Aswan to the Red sea. He also 
preached in the island of Bertanah, which was probably one of the islands by the shore of the Red sea. 
He preached there with the Name of Christ, and many tribulations befell him, but God added to his 
courage and strength. God manifested on his hands many signs, and finally he was martyred, crucified 
on a tree, and he received the crown of martyrdom. 
May his intercession be with us. Amen. 
 
Martyrdom of 400 Saints in Dendera  
On this day also, four hundred Saints were martyred in Dendera, after they had suffered many tortures. 
This was at the end of the reign of Emperor Diocletian. 
May their prayers be with us. Amen. 
 
Commemoration of Saint Mina the Deacon 
On this day also, is the commemoration of Deacon Mina the anchorite. 
May his prayers guard us, and glory be to our God forever. Amen. 

Divine Liturgy Gospel 

Stand in the fear of God and listen to the Holy Gospel. A reading from the Gospel according to our 
teacher Saint John the Evangelist. May His Blessings be with us all. From the Psalms of our teacher 
David the prophet. May his blessings be with us all. 
Psalms 114:1,2 
I love the LORD, because He has heard My voice and my supplications. Because He has inclined His ear to 
me, Therefore I will call upon Him as long as I live. 



Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Our Lord God, Savior, and King of us all, Jesus Christ, 
the Living Son of God to whom be glory forever. Amen. 
John 16:23-33 
"And in that day you will ask Me nothing. Most assuredly, I say to you, whatever you ask the Father in My 
name He will give you. Until now you have asked nothing in My name. Ask, and you will receive, that your 
joy may be full. "These things I have spoken to you in figurative language; but the time is coming when I 
will no longer speak to you in figurative language, but I will tell you plainly about the Father. In that day 
you will ask in My name, and I do not say to you that I shall pray the Father for you; for the Father 
Himself loves you, because you have loved Me, and have believed that I came forth from God. I came forth 
from the Father and have come into the world. Again, I leave the world and go to the Father." His 
disciples said to Him, "See, now You are speaking plainly, and using no figure of speech! Now we are sure 
that You know all things, and have no need that anyone should question You. By this we believe that You 
came forth from God." Jesus answered them, "Do you now believe? Indeed the hour is coming, yes, has 
now come, that you will be scattered, each to his own, and will leave Me alone. And yet I am not alone, 
because the Father is with Me. These things I have spoken to you, that in Me you may have peace. In the 
world you will have tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have overcome the world."  
And Glory be to God forever 

 


