Friday, May 12, 2017 | Pashons 4, 1733
The Fourth Day of the Blessed Month of Pashons

Festal Tune | Winds of heaven Season

Vespers

Vespers Gospel

Stand in the fear of God and listen to the Holy Gospel. A reading from the Gospel according to our
teacher Saint Mark the Evangelist. May His Blessings be with us all. From the Psalms of our teacher
David the prophet. May his blessings be with us all.

Psalms 69:1-2

Make haste, O God, to deliver me! Make haste to help me, O LORD! Let them be ashamed and
confounded Who seek my life; Let them be turned back and confused Who desire my hurt.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Our Lord God, Savior, and King of us all, Jesus Christ,
the Living Son of God to whom be glory forever. Amen.

Mark 8:10-15

immediately got into the boat with His disciples, and came to the region of Dalmanutha. Then the
Pharisees came out and began to dispute with Him, seeking from Him a sign from heaven, testing Him.
But He sighed deeply in His spirit, and said, "Why does this generation seek a sign? Assuredly, I say to
you, no sign shall be given to this generation." And He left them, and getting into the boat again, departed
to the other side. Now the disciples had forgotten to take bread, and they did not have more than one loaf
with them in the boat. Then He charged them, saying, "Take heed, beware of the leaven of the Pharisees
and the leaven of Herod."

And Glory be to God forever

Matins

Matins Gospel

Stand in the fear of God and listen to the Holy Gospel. A reading from the Gospel according to our
teacher Saint Mark the Evangelist. May His Blessings be with us all. From the Psalms of our teacher
David the prophet. May his blessings be with us all.

Psalms 69:1,5

Make haste, O God, to deliver me! Make haste to help me, O LORD! But I am poor and needy; Make haste
to me, O God! You are my help and my deliverer; O LORD, do not delay.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Our Lord God, Savior, and King of us all, Jesus Christ,
the Living Son of God to whom be glory forever. Amen.

Mark 4:26-29

And He said, "The kingdom of God is as if a man should scatter seed on the ground, and should sleep by
night and rise by day, and the seed should sprout and grow, he himself does not know how. For the earth
yields crops by itself: first the blade, then the head, after that the full grain in the head. But when the grain
ripens, immediately he puts in the sickle, because the harvest has come."

And Glory be to God forever

Divine Liturgy



Pauline Epistle

Paul, the servant of our Lord Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, appointed to the Gospel of God. A
reading from the Epistle of our teacher Paul to the Romans. May his blessings be upon us. Amen
Romans 3:27-31

Where is boasting then? It is excluded. By what law? Of works? No, but by the law of faith. Therefore we
conclude that a man is justified by faith apart from the deeds of the law. Or is He the God of the Jews
only? Is He not also the God of the Gentiles? Yes, of the Gentiles also, since there is one God who will
justify the circumcised by faith and the uncircumcised through faith. Do we then make void the law
through faith? Certainly not! On the contrary, we establish the law.

The grace of God the Father be with you all. Amen.

Catholic Epistle

A Reading from the 1 Epistle of St. John. May his blessing be upon us. Amen

1John 4:1-6

Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits, whether they are of God; because many false
prophets have gone out into the world. By this you know the Spirit of God: Every spirit that confesses that
Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is of God, and every spirit that does not confess that Jesus Christ has
come in the flesh is not of God. And this is the spirit of the Antichrist, which you have heard was coming,
and is now already in the world. You are of God, little children, and have overcome them, because He who
is in you is greater than he who is in the world. They are of the world. Therefore they speak as of the
world, and the world hears them. We are of God. He who knows God hears us; he who is not of God does
not hear us. By this we know the spirit of truth and the spirit of error.

Do not love the world or the things in the world. The world passes away, and its desires; but he who
does the will of God abides forever. Amen.

Acts of the Apostles

The Acts of our fathers the apostles, may their blessings be with us.

Acts of the Apostles 5:34-36

Then one in the council stood up, a Pharisee named Gamaliel, a teacher of the law held in respect by all
the people, and commanded them to put the apostles outside for a little while. And he said to them: "Men
of Israel, take heed to yourselves what you intend to do regarding these men. For some time ago Theudas
rose up, claiming to be somebody. A number of men, about four hundred, joined him. He was slain, and
all who obeyed him were scattered and came to nothing.

The word of the Lord shall grow, multiply, be mighty, and be confirmed, in the holy Church of God.
Amen.

Synaxarium

The Fourth Day of the Blessed Coptic Month of Pashons, may God make it always received, year after
year, with reassurance and tranquility, while our sins are_forgiven by the tender mercies of our God my
fathers and brothers, Amen.

Departure of Pope John V (1146-1166) the 72nd Patriarch of Alexandria and the See of Saint Mark

On this day also of the year 882 A.M. (April 29th, 1166 A.D.), Pope Yoannis the fifth, the 72nd. Patriarch
of Alexandria, departed. He was John the monk from the monastery of Abu-Yehnis (John). He was
enthroned on the 2nd of El-Nasi (Intercalary days), year 863 A.M. (August 25th, 1147 A.D.) He was a
holy, righteous, and pure man. In his days, the Copts (El-Nasarah - Christians) were persecuted by the
Moslem governors (Emams) and Khalifas, and many were killed or sold as slaves. A monk named
'‘Bashnouna' from the monastery of St. Macarius was martyred on the 24th of Bashans year 880 A.M.
(1164 A.D.) and his body was burned for he refused to change his faith. The bones of this Saint were
preserved in the church of Abu-Serga.

They also destroyed the church of St. Mina in Haret EI-Rome, and the church of El-Zohari and many
other churches in different parts of Cairo after they plundered what was in them. But God permitted
these churches to be rebuilt by the Coptic layman Abu El-Fakher Salib Ebn-Mikhail. The Patriarch was



arrested during the days of El-Aadel Ebn El-Selar and was imprisoned because he refused to ordain a
Metropolitan for Ethiopia instead of its Metropolitan who was still alive. The metropolitan name was
Anba Michael El-Atfihi who was ordained by Pope Macarius. The Pope was released two weeks later
because of the death of El-Aadel. During the days of this Patriarch, the words 'Life-giving' was added to
the confession which became: 'This is the life-giving Flesh that Thine Only-Begotten Son, Our Lord, God
and Savior, Jesus Christ, took from our Lady ..." He departed after he had been on the throne of St. Mark
for 18 years, 8 month, and 4 days.

May his prayers be with us and glory be to God forever. Amen.

Departure of Pope John I (496-505) the 29th Patriarch of Alexandria and the See of Saint Mark

On this day of the year 221 A.M. (April 29th, 505 A.D.), Pope John the first, the twenty ninth Pope of
Alexandria, departed. This father was born in Alexandria to Christian parents, and was attracted since
his youth to the monastic life. He became a monk in the wilderness of St. Macarius, and he was chosen
Patriarch after the departure of his predecessor Pope Athanasius the second. He did not accept but was
taken by force by the bishops, priests, and lay leaders and ordained him on the first of Babah of the year
213 A.M. (September 29th, 496 A.D.). After his enthronement, he gave special attention to education and
preaching for the edification and the steadfastness of the faithful in the Orthodox faith. He was the first
Patriarch to be chosen from among the monks.

The Roman Emperor in Constantinople, at that time, was the righteous Emperor Zenon. For this reason
the hand of the Patriarch was strengthened in spreading the Orthodox faith in all of Egypt. The
Emperor sent all the needs of the monasteries from wheat, oil, wine and money to renew the buildings of
their cells and to restore their churches. All the days of this pope were days of peace and tranquility.
When he finished his good course, he became sick for a short time, and then departed in peace, after he
had been on the throne of St. Mark for eight years and seven month.

May his prayers be with us. Amen.

Divine Liturgy Gospel

Stand in the fear of God and listen to the Holy Gospel. A reading from the Gospel according to our
teacher Saint John the Evangelist. May His Blessings be with us all. From the Psalms of our teacher
David the prophet. May his blessings be with us all.

Psalms 23:1,4

The earth is the LORDs, and all its fullness, The world and those who dwell therein. He who has clean
hands and a pure heart, Who has not lifted up his soul to an idol, Nor sworn deceitfully.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Our Lord God, Savior, and King of us all, Jesus Christ,
the Living Son of God to whom be glory forever. Amen.

John 10:37-38

If I do not do the works of My Father, do not believe Me; but if I do, though you do not believe Me, believe
the works, that you may know and believe that the Father is in Me, and I in Him."

And Glory be to God forever



