
Thursday, May 11, 2017 | Pashons 3, 1733 

The Third Day of the Blessed Month of Pashons 

Festal Tune | Winds of heaven Season 

Vespers 

Vespers Gospel 

Stand in the fear of God and listen to the Holy Gospel. A reading from the Gospel according to our 
teacher Saint Mark the Evangelist. May His Blessings be with us all. From the Psalms of our teacher 
David the prophet. May his blessings be with us all. 
Psalms 126:2-3 
It is vain for you to rise up early, To sit up late, To eat the bread of sorrows; For so He gives His beloved 
sleep. Behold, children are a heritage from the LORD, The fruit of the womb is a reward. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Our Lord God, Savior, and King of us all, Jesus Christ, 
the Living Son of God to whom be glory forever. Amen. 
Mark 7:1-4 
Then the Pharisees and some of the scribes came together to Him, having come from Jerusalem. Now 
when they saw some of His disciples eat bread with defiled, that is, with unwashed hands, they found 
fault. For the Pharisees and all the Jews do not eat unless they wash their hands in a special way, holding 
the tradition of the elders. When they come from the marketplace, they do not eat unless they wash. And 
there are many other things which they have received and hold, like the washing of cups, pitchers, copper 
vessels, and couches.  
And Glory be to God forever 

Matins 

Matins Gospel 

Stand in the fear of God and listen to the Holy Gospel. A reading from the Gospel according to our 
teacher Saint Mark the Evangelist. May His Blessings be with us all. From the Psalms of our teacher 
David the prophet. May his blessings be with us all. 
Psalms 96:7-8 
Let all be put to shame who serve carved images, Who boast of idols. Worship Him, all you gods. Zion 
hears and is glad, And the daughters of Judah rejoice Because of Your judgments, O LORD. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Our Lord God, Savior, and King of us all, Jesus Christ, 
the Living Son of God to whom be glory forever. Amen. 
Mark 4:21-25 
Also He said to them, "Is a lamp brought to be put under a basket or under a bed? Is it not to be set on a 
lampstand? For there is nothing hidden which will not be revealed, nor has anything been kept secret but 
that it should come to light. If anyone has ears to hear, let him hear." Then He said to them, "Take heed 
what you hear. With the same measure you use, it will be measured to you; and to you who hear, more will 
be given. For whoever has, to him more will be given; but whoever does not have, even what he has will be 
taken away from him."  
And Glory be to God forever 



Divine Liturgy 

Pauline Epistle 

Paul, the servant of our Lord Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, appointed to the Gospel of God. A 
reading from the Epistle of our teacher Paul to the Romans. May his blessings be upon us. Amen 
Romans 3:22-26 
even the righteousness of God, through faith in Jesus Christ, to all and on all who believe. For there is no 
difference; for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, being justified freely by His grace through 
the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom God set forth as a propitiation by His blood, through faith, 
to demonstrate His righteousness, because in His forbearance God had passed over the sins that were 
previously committed, to demonstrate at the present time His righteousness, that He might be just and 
the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.  
The grace of God the Father be with you all. Amen. 

Catholic Epistle 

A Reading from the 1 Epistle of St. John. May his blessing be upon us. Amen 
1 John 3:18-24 
My little children, let us not love in word or in tongue, but in deed and in truth. And by this we know that 
we are of the truth, and shall assure our hearts before Him. For if our heart condemns us, God is greater 
than our heart, and knows all things. Beloved, if our heart does not condemn us, we have confidence 
toward God. And whatever we ask we receive from Him, because we keep His commandments and do 
those things that are pleasing in His sight. And this is His commandment: that we should believe on the 
name of His Son Jesus Christ and love one another, as He gave us commandment. Now he who keeps His 
commandments abides in Him, and He in him. And by this we know that He abides in us, by the Spirit 
whom He has given us.  
Do not love the world or the things in the world. The world passes away, and its desires; but he who 
does the will of God abides forever. Amen. 

Acts of the Apostles 

The Acts of our fathers the apostles, may their blessings be with us. 
Acts of the Apostles 5:30-33 
The God of our fathers raised up Jesus whom you murdered by hanging on a tree. Him God has exalted to 
His right hand to be Prince and Savior, to give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins. And we are His 
witnesses to these things, and so also is the Holy Spirit whom God has given to those who obey Him." 
When they heard this, they were furious and plotted to kill them.  
The word of the Lord shall grow, multiply, be mighty, and be confirmed, in the holy Church of God. 
Amen. 

Synaxarium 

The Third Day of the Blessed Coptic Month of Pashons, may God make it always received, year after 
year, with reassurance and tranquility, while our sins are forgiven by the tender mercies of our God my 
fathers and brothers, Amen. 
Departure of Pope Gabriel IV (1370-1378) the 86th Patriarch of Alexandria and the See of Saint Mark 
On this day also of the year 1094 A.M. (April 1378 A.D.), Pope Gabriel the fourth, the 86th Patriarch, 
departed. He was the abbot of the monastery of El-Moharrak. He sat on the apostolic throne on the 11th 
of Tubah, 1086 A.M. (January 6th, 1370 A.D.). He was a great scholar and righteous ascetic. During his 
time, in the year 1370 A.D., a great light appeared during the night, which looked like daylight and 
lingered until dawn. In 1371 A.D., there was a great flood in the river Nile valley that threatened to 
drown all the land. He was contemporary of El-Sultan Shabaan and El-Sultan Ali Ebn-Shabaan El 
Mansour. He sat on the throne for 8 years, three months, and twenty-two days. He was buried beside 
Simeon the shoemaker. 



May his prayers be with us and glory be to God forever. Amen. 
 
Departure of Saint Jason One of the Seventy Disciples 
On this day St. Jason, one of the seventy disciples who were chosen by the Lord, departed. He ministered 
with the disciples before the passion of the Savior, and performed many signs and wonders. Then he 
was supported by the grace and power on the day of Pentecost. He was born in Tarsus, and was the first 
to believe from this city. He accompanied St. Paul on his evangelical missions, and journeyed with him 
to many countries. He was arrested with St. Paul and Silas in Thesalonica, and when they had taken 
security from Jason and the rest, they let them go. (Acts 17:9) 
He was ordained bishop by St. Paul over Tarsus where he shepherded the church of Christ with the best 
of care. He preached the Gospel also in the city of Korkiras, many believed on his hands and he baptized 
them. He built for them a church in the name of St. Stephen the Archdeacon. When the Governor of the 
city knew about this, he arrested him and imprisoned him. He met seven thieves in the prison, taught 
them the faith and baptized them. They confessed their faith in the Lord Christ openly before the 
Governor who put them in a caldron filled with tar and sulfur, they departed and were granted the 
crown of martyrdom. 
Then, the Governor brought St. Jason from the prison, and tortured him with much torture but he was 
not harmed. The daughter of the Governor watched this torture from her window and she believed in 
the Lord Christ, the God of St. Jason. She took off her jewelry and ornaments and distributed them 
among the poor, and confessed that she was Christian and believed in the God of Jason. Her father 
became angry, he threw her in prison, and ordered to throw arrows at her. She gave up her pure spirit 
in the hand of Christ whom she loved. 
The Governor sent St. Jason to one of the islands to be tortured there. He took a boat with some soldiers 
to this island, and God drowned them all and saved St. Jason, who continued to teach and preach for 
many years until another Governor was installed. The new Governor brought him and the Christians 
who were with him, and tortured them much. When the Governor saw that his torture did not harm 
their bodies, he and all those in his city also believed in the Lord Christ Who only Has the power to 
protect His chosen one. The Saint baptized them all, taught them the commandments of the Gospel, and 
built for them churches. God performed through him many miracles and signs. He departed in a good 
old age. 
May his prayers be with us. Amen. 
 
Departure of Saint Otimus the Priest 
On this day also, St. Otimus the priest was martyred. He was born in Fowwa, and because of his 
righteousness, he was ordained a priest for his city. He taught and confirmed the faithful in the faith. 
Afterwards, he moved to mount Ansena. When Emperor Diocletian incited the persecution against the 
Christians, the account of this Saint reached Arianus the governor of Ansena. He brought him and 
offered him to worship the idols, and the Saint did not hearken to his orders. He tortured him much, but 
the Lord strengthened him. When the Governor became weary of his torturing, he ordered him to be 
burned. He was burned and received the crown of martyrdom. His body was taken by a God fearing 
priest, who shrouded the body and hid it in a place until the end of the time of persecution. They built 
him a church where God revealed many miracles. It is believed that his body still exists in the city of 
Kalabsha near El-Santa. 
May his prayers be with us. Amen. 

Divine Liturgy Gospel 

Stand in the fear of God and listen to the Holy Gospel. A reading from the Gospel according to our 
teacher Saint John the Evangelist. May His Blessings be with us all. From the Psalms of our teacher 
David the prophet. May his blessings be with us all. 
Psalms 66:1,6,7 
God be merciful to us and bless us, And cause His face to shine upon us, Selah Then the earth shall yield 
her increase; God, our own God, shall bless us. God shall bless us, And all the ends of the earth shall fear 
Him. 



Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Our Lord God, Savior, and King of us all, Jesus Christ, 
the Living Son of God to whom be glory forever. Amen. 
John 8:54-59 
Jesus answered, "If I honor Myself, My honor is nothing. It is My Father who honors Me, of whom you say 
that He is your God. Yet you have not known Him, but I know Him. And if I say, I do not know Him, I 
shall be a liar like you; but I do know Him and keep His word. Your father Abraham rejoiced to see My 
day, and he saw it and was glad." Then the Jews said to Him, "You are not yet fifty years old, and have You 
seen Abraham?" Jesus said to them, "Most assuredly, I say to you, before Abraham was, I AM." Then they 
took up stones to throw at Him; but Jesus hid Himself and went out of the temple, going through the 
midst of them, and so passed by.  
And Glory be to God forever 

 


