Wednesday, May 3, 2017 | Parmoute 25, 1733
The Twenty Fifth Day of the Blessed Month of Parmoute

Festal Tune | Winds of heaven Season

Vespers

Vespers Gospel

Stand in the fear of God and listen to the Holy Gospel. A reading from the Gospel according to our
teacher Saint Matthew the Evangelist. May His Blessings be with us all. From the Psalms of our teacher
David the prophet. May his blessings be with us all.

Psalms 43:23,26

Awake! Why do You sleep, O Lord? Arise! Do not cast us off forever. Arise for our help, And redeem us for
Your mercies sake.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Our Lord God, Savior, and King of us all, Jesus Christ,
the Living Son of God to whom be glory forever. Amen.

Matthew 20:29-33

Now as they went out of Jericho, a great multitude followed Him. And behold, two blind men sitting by
the road, when they heard that Jesus was passing by, cried out, saying, "Have mercy on us, O Lord, Son of
David!" Then the multitude warned them that they should be quiet; but they cried out all the more,
saying, "Have mercy on us, O Lord, Son of David!" So Jesus stood still and called them, and said, "What
do you want Me to do for you?" They said to Him, "Lord, that our eyes may be opened."

And Glory be to God forever

Matins

Matins Gospel

Stand in the fear of God and listen to the Holy Gospel. A reading from the Gospel according to our
teacher Saint Matthew the Evangelist. May His Blessings be with us all. From the Psalms of our teacher
David the prophet. May his blessings be with us all.

Psalms 57:8,9,10

Let them be like a snail which melts away as it goes, Like a stillborn child of a woman, that they may not
see the sun. Before your pots can feel the burning thorns, He shall take them away as with a whirlwind, As
in His living and burning wrath. The righteous shall rejoice when he sees the vengeance; He shall wash his
feet in the blood of the wicked,

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Our Lord God, Savior, and King of us all, Jesus Christ,
the Living Son of God to whom be glory forever. Amen.

Matthew 20:17-19

Now Jesus, going up to Jerusalem, took the twelve disciples aside on the road and said to them, "Behold,
we are going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be betrayed to the chief priests and to the scribes;
and they will condemn Him to death, and deliver Him to the Gentiles to mock and to scourge and to
crucify. And the third day He will rise again."

And Glory be to God forever

Divine Liturgy



Pauline Epistle

Paul, the servant of our Lord Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, appointed to the Gospel of God. A
reading from the Epistle of our teacher Paul to the Romans. May his blessings be upon us. Amen
Romans 2:14-16

for when Gentiles, who do not have the law, by nature do the things in the law, these, although not having
the law, are a law to themselves, who show the work of the law written in their hearts, their conscience
also bearing witness, and between themselves their thoughts accusing or else excusing them) in the day
when God will judge the secrets of men by Jesus Christ, according to my gospel.

The grace of God the Father be with you all. Amen.

Catholic Epistle

A Reading from the 1 Epistle of St. John. May his blessing be upon us. Amen

1John 2:21-25

I have not written to you because you do not know the truth, but because you know it, and that no lie is of
the truth. Who is a liar but he who denies that Jesus is the Christ? He is antichrist who denies the Father
and the Son. Whoever denies the Son does not have the Father either; he who acknowledges the Son has
the Father also. Therefore let that abide in you which you heard from the beginning. If what you heard
from the beginning abides in you, you also will abide in the Son and in the Father. And this is the promise
that He has promised useternal life.

Do not love the world or the things in the world. The world passes away, and its desires; but he who
does the will of God abides forever. Amen.

Acts of the Apostles

The Acts of our fathers the apostles, may their blessings be with us.

Acts of the Apostles 4:32-35

Now the multitude of those who believed were of one heart and one soul; neither did anyone say that any
of the things he possessed was his own, but they had all things in common. And with great power the
apostles gave witness to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus. And great grace was upon them all. Nor was
there anyone among them who lacked; for all who were possessors of lands or houses sold them, and
brought the proceeds of the things that were sold, and laid them at the apostles feet; and they distributed
to each as anyone had need.

The word of the Lord shall grow, multiply, be mighty, and be confirmed, in the holy Church of God.
Amen.

Synaxarium

The Twenty Fifth Day of the Blessed Coptic Month of Parmoute, may God make it always received, year
after year, with reassurance and tranquility, while our sins are forgiven by the tender mercies of our
God my fathers and brothers, Amen.

Martyrdom of Saint Sarah and her two sons

On this day, St. Sarah and her two sons, were martyred. She was from the city of Antioch, the wife of a
man whose name was Socrates, one of the governors of Emperor Diocletian. This Governor had denied
Christ to please Diocletian, pretending before his wife that he did that because of his fear from the
Emperor. Sarah had two sons, she could not baptize in Antioch, because of her fear from the Emperor
and her husband. She took them and sailed to Alexandria to baptize them there. God willed to reveal the
greatness of her faith as a lesson to the generations to come. God brought forth a great tempest and the
ship was about to be wrecked and drown. Sarah was afraid that her sons would be drowned without
being baptized. She prayed a long prayer, then she wounded her right breast, took some of her blood,
anointed them making the sign of the cross upon the foreheads, and over the hearts. Then she dipped
them in the sea three times saying: 'In the Name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit."' After
that, the winds died down, a great calm came on the sea, and the ship sailed toward Alexandria. When
she arrived, took her sons, went to the church, and handed them to Pope Peter, the seal of the martyrs.
He baptized them, together with the children of the city. When the Pope carried one of her sons to



baptize him, the water froze. The Pope went on baptizing other children and came back to her sons, but
the water froze again. The same thing occurred on the third attempt. The Pope was amazed and asked
their mother about her story. She told him about all what happened to her at sea and what she did for
her sons. He glorified God and said: 'It is indeed one baptism.'

When the woman returned to Antioch, her husband denounced what she had done. He related what
happened to the Emperor accusing his wife with adultery. The Emperor brought her and reproached
her saying: 'Why did you go to Alexandria to commit adultery with the Christians?' The Saint answered
him: 'Christians do not commit adultery, and do not worship idols, and after this do what you wish, for
you will not hear another word from me.' The Emperor asked her: 'Tell me what did you do in
Alexandria?' When she did not answer him, he ordered to tie her hands behind her, and to place her two
sons on her belly, and to bum all three of them. She turned her face to the east and prayed. They burnt
her, with her sons. She delivered up her pure soul along with her sons, and they all received the crown of
martyrdom.

May their prayers be with us. Amen.

Commemoration of Saint Paphnute the Hermit, Saint Theodore the Worshipper, and 100 Martyrs
This day also marks the commemoration of Sts. Babnuda (Paphnute) the hermit, Theodore the
worshipper, and the One hundred martyrs, who were martyred in Persia.

May their prayers be with us and Glory be to our God forever. Amen.

Divine Liturgy Gospel

Stand in the fear of God and listen to the Holy Gospel. A reading from the Gospel according to our
teacher Saint John the Evangelist. May His Blessings be with us all. From the Psalms of our teacher
David the prophet. May his blessings be with us all.

Psalms 17:46,49

The LORD lives! Blessed be my Rock! Let the God of my salvation be exalted. Therefore I will give thanks
to You, O LORD, among the Gentiles, And sing praises to Your name.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Our Lord God, Savior, and King of us all, Jesus Christ,
the Living Son of God to whom be glory forever. Amen.

John 8:23-26

And He said to them, "You are from beneath; I am from above. You are of this world; I am not of this
world. Therefore I said to you that you will die in your sins; for if you do not believe that I am He, you will
die in your sins." Then they said to Him, "Who are You?"And Jesus said to them, "Just what I have been
saying to you from the beginning. I have many things to say and to judge concerning you, but He who sent
Me is true; and I speak to the world those things which I heard from Him."

And Glory be to God forever



