Tuesday, May 2, 2017 | Parmoute 24, 1733

The Twenty Fourth Day of the Blessed Month of Parmoute

Festal Tune | Winds of heaven Season

Vespers

Vespers Gospel

Stand in the fear of God and listen to the Holy Gospel. A reading from the Gospel according to our
teacher Saint Matthew the Evangelist. May His Blessings be with us all. From the Psalms of our teacher
David the prophet. May his blessings be with us all.

Psalms 65:6

He turned the sea into dry land; They went through the river on foot. There we will rejoice in Him.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Our Lord God, Savior, and King of us all, Jesus Christ,
the Living Son of God to whom be glory forever. Amen.

Matthew 18:6-7

"Whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in Me to sin, it would be better for him if a millstone
were hung around his neck, and he were drowned in the depth of the sea. Woe to the world because of
offenses! For offenses must come, but woe to that man by whom the offense comes!

And Glory be to God forever

Matins

Matins Gospel

Stand in the fear of God and listen to the Holy Gospel. A reading from the Gospel according to our
teacher Saint Matthew the Evangelist. May His Blessings be with us all. From the Psalms of our teacher
David the prophet. May his blessings be with us all.

Psalms 56:1,5

Be merciful to me, O God, be merciful to me! For my soul trusts in You; And in the shadow of Your wings I
will make my refuge, Until these calamities have passed by. Be exalted, O God, above the heavens; Let
Your glory be above all the earth.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Our Lord God, Savior, and King of us all, Jesus Christ,
the Living Son of God to whom be glory forever. Amen.

Matthew 17:20-23

So Jesus said to them, "Because of your unbelief; for assuredly, I say to you, if you have faith as a mustard
seed, you will say to this mountain, Move from here to there, and it will move; and nothing will be
impossible for you. However, this kind does not go out except by prayer and fasting." Now while they were
staying in Galilee, Jesus said to them, "The Son of Man is about to be betrayed into the hands of men, and
they will kill Him, and the third day He will be raised up."And they were exceedingly sorrowful.

And Glory be to God forever

Divine Liturgy

Pauline Epistle



Paul, the servant of our Lord Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, appointed to the Gospel of God. A
reading from the Epistle of our teacher Paul to the Romans. May his blessings be upon us. Amen
Romans 2:8-13

but to those who are self-seeking and do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousnessindignation and
wrath, tribulation and anguish, on every soul of man who does evil, of the Jew first and also of the Greek;
but glory, honor, and peace to everyone who works what is good, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.
For there is no partiality with God. For as many as have sinned without law will also perish without law,
and as many as have sinned in the law will be judged by the law (for not the hearers of the law are just in
the sight of God, but the doers of the law will be justified;

The grace of God the Father be with you all. Amen.

Catholic Epistle

A Reading from the 1 Epistle of St. John. May his blessing be upon us. Amen

1John 2:18-23

Little children, it is the last hour; and as you have heard that the Antichrist is coming, even now many
antichrists have come, by which we know that it is the last hour. They went out from us, but they were not
of us; for if they had been of us, they would have continued with us; but they went out that they might be
made manifest, that none of them were of us. But you have an anointing from the Holy One, and you
know all things. T have not written to you because you do not know the truth, but because you know it, and
that no lie is of the truth. Who is a liar but he who denies that Jesus is the Christ? He is antichrist who
denies the Father and the Son. Whoever denies the Son does not have the Father either; he who
acknowledges the Son has the Father also.

Do not love the world or the things in the world. The world passes away, and its desires; but he who
does the will of God abides forever. Amen.

Acts of the Apostles

The Acts of our fathers the apostles, may their blessings be with us.

Acts of the Apostles 4:27-31

"For truly against Your holy Servant Jesus, whom You anointed, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, with the
Gentiles and the people of Israel, were gathered together to do whatever Your hand and Your purpose
determined before to be done. Now, Lord, look on their threats, and grant to Your servants that with all
boldness they may speak Your word, by stretching out Your hand to heal, and that signs and wonders may
be done through the name of Your holy Servant Jesus." And when they had prayed, the place where they
were assembled together was shaken; and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and they spoke the
word of God with boldness.

The word of the Lord shall grow, multiply, be mighty, and be confirmed, in the holy Church of God.
Amen.

Synaxarium

The Twenty Fourth Day of the Blessed Coptic Month of Parmoute, may God make it always received,
year after year, with reassurance and tranquility, while our sins are forgiven by the tender mercies of
our God my fathers and brothers, Amen.

Departure of Pope Shenouda I (859-880) the 55th Patriarch of Alexandria and the See of Saint Mark
On this day, of the year 596 A.M. (April 19th, 880 A.D.), the great father Pope Sinuthius (Shenouda I),
55th Pope of the See of St. Mark, departed. This holy father was a monk in the monastery of St.
Macarius. He advanced in righteousness and worship, and was ordained archpriest for the monastery.
Shortly after, he was chosen for the Patriarchate with the recommendation of the people and bishops.
He was enthroned on the 13th of Tubah 575 A.D. (January 8th, 859 A.D.), and great tribulations and
severe persecutions befell him. God performed through him many signs and healed many grievous
sicknesses. Once there was a drought in the city of Mariout for three years, the wells dried up and the
farmland became barren. This father came to the church of St. Mina, celebrated the Divine Liturgy, and
supplicated God to have mercy upon His creation. At the setting of the sun of that day, the rain began
lightly then ceased. This father entered his room and stood up praying and he said: 'O My Lord Christ,



have mercy on Thy people with the riches of Thy compassion, and let them be filled with Thy good
pleasure.’ Before he finished his prayer, mighty thunders and lightning started, and the rain descended
like a flood, until the wells, the vineyards, and the farms were filled with water. The people rejoiced,
glorifying God the wonder worker.

When this father was in the wilderness visiting the monasteries, the Arabs of Upper Egypt came to the
desert of Scetis to plunder the monasteries and kill the monks. The Pope took his staff that had the sign
of the cross on it and he went forth to meet them, when they saw the Cross they retreated and fled away.
(The account of this wonder is mentioned in the ninth day of the month of Baramoudah). Some men, in a
village called Boukhnessa, one of the villages of Mariout, said that He Who suffered for us was only a
man and that the Divinity had departed from Him. This Pope wrote a letter and sent it during the Holy
Fast (Lent) to be read in all the churches. He said in it, 'God the Word suffered for us in His Body, and
His Divinity was not separated from His humanity, not for a twinkling of an eye. The pain and suffering
did not touch and affect the Divinity, as when you hammer a red hot iron, the iron suffers from the
hammering but not the flame. For the passion of the Humanity to be of value, the Hypostatic union with
the Divinity was a must, and through this passion Christ redeemed all the humanity.'

Also, some men from the city of El-Balyana, and their bishops, said that the Divine Nature died. When
the father heard that, he wrote to them saying: 'The Nature of God, the Word, is unknowable,
intangible, and impassable for it was impossible for the pain to affect its essence. The participation of
the Divinity with the humanity in passion is moral participation, to give a value to these sufferings, to
pay the debt of the humanity to God the Omnipresent, and that would only be possible if the Divinity
would participate morally without affecting His essence. So we say 'Holy God, Who was crucified for us,
have mercy upon us.' When his letter reached them, they turned from their error, and the bishops came
and confessed the true and right faith before the Pope and asked for forgiveness. Pope Shenouda I, cared
greatly for the churches, their buildings, and their needs. He also cared for the places wherein pilgrims
sojourned, and what money has left to him, he gave to the poor and the needy. When he finished his
good course, he departed in peace. He stayed on the Chair of St. Mark for 21 years, 3 months and 11
days.

May His prayers be with us. Amen.

Martyrdom of Saint Sina the Soldier

On this day also, St. Sina, the companion of St. Isidore, was martyred. After the Governor of Farma had
tortured the two friends and St. Isidore was martyred, he kept St. Sina in the prison until he was
removed. When the new Governor took charge with the command not to keep any one who confessed the
Name of Christ, he heard about the presence of Sina in prison, and that he was a captain of soldiers. St.
Sina was tortured much but did not turn from his counsel. The Governor immediately ordered to cut off
his head and he received the crown of martyrdom. His mother was beside him when he was martyred,
and she saw a multitude of angels carrying away his soul as she saw St. Isidore's soul at the time of his
martyrdom before. They took his body, shrouded it, laid it with the body of his friend St. Isidore in the
city of Samanoud, and many signs and wonders appeared from them.

May their prayers be with us and Glory be to our God forever. Amen.

Divine Liturgy Gospel

Stand in the fear of God and listen to the Holy Gospel. A reading from the Gospel according to our
teacher Saint John the Evangelist. May His Blessings be with us all. From the Psalms of our teacher
David the prophet. May his blessings be with us all.

Psalms 7:10,11

My defense is of God, Who saves the upright in heart. God is a just judge, And God is angry with the
wicked every day.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Our Lord God, Savior, and King of us all, Jesus Christ,
the Living Son of God to whom be glory forever. Amen.

John 8:12-16

Then Jesus spoke to them again, saying, "I am the light of the world. He who follows Me shall not walk in



darkness, but have the light of life." The Pharisees therefore said to Him, "You bear witness of Yourself;
Your witness is not true." Jesus answered and said to them, "Even if I bear witness of Myself, My witness
is true, for I know where I came from and where I am going; but you do not know where I come from and
where I am going. You judge according to the flesh; I judge no one. And yet if I do judge, My judgment is
true; for I am not alone, but I am with the Father who sent Me.

And Glory be to God forever



