Monday, May 1, 2017 | Parmoute 23, 1733
The Twenty Third Day of the Blessed Month of Parmoute

Festal Tune | Winds of heaven Season

Vespers

Vespers Gospel

Stand in the fear of God and listen to the Holy Gospel. A reading from the Gospel according to our
teacher Saint Matthew the Evangelist. May His Blessings be with us all. From the Psalms of our teacher
David the prophet. May his blessings be with us all.

Psalms 95:5,6

For all the gods of the peoples are idols, But the LORD made the heavens. Honor and majesty are before
Him; Strength and beauty are in His sanctuary.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Our Lord God, Savior, and King of us all, Jesus Christ,
the Living Son of God to whom be glory forever. Amen.

Matthew 18:1-5

At that time the disciples came to Jesus, saying, "Who then is greatest in the kingdom of heaven?" Then
Jesus called a little child to Him, set him in the midst of them, and said, "Assuredly, I say to you, unless
you are converted and become as little children, you will by no means enter the kingdom of heaven.
Therefore whoever humbles himself as this little child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. Whoever
receives one little child like this in My name receives Me.

And Glory be to God forever

Matins

Matins Gospel

Stand in the fear of God and listen to the Holy Gospel. A reading from the Gospel according to our
teacher Saint Matthew the Evangelist. May His Blessings be with us all. From the Psalms of our teacher
David the prophet. May his blessings be with us all.

Psalms 18:1,2

The heavens declare the glory of God; And the firmament shows His handiwork. Day unto day utters
speech, And night unto night reveals knowledge.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Our Lord God, Savior, and King of us all, Jesus Christ,
the Living Son of God to whom be glory forever. Amen.

Matthew 17:10-13

And His disciples asked Him, saying, "Why then do the scribes say that Elijah must come first?" Jesus
answered and said to them, "Indeed, Elijah is coming first and will restore all things. But I say to you that
Elijah has come already, and they did not know him but did to him whatever they wished. Likewise the
Son of Man is also about to suffer at their hands." Then the disciples understood that He spoke to them of
John the Baptist.

And Glory be to God forever

Divine Liturgy



Pauline Epistle

Paul, the servant of our Lord Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, appointed to the Gospel of God. A
reading from the Epistle of our teacher Paul to the Romans. May his blessings be upon us. Amen
Romans 2:4-7

Or do you despise the riches of His goodness, forbearance, and longsuffering, not knowing that the
goodness of God leads you to repentance? But in accordance with your hardness and your impenitent
heart you are treasuring up for yourself wrath in the day of wrath and revelation of the righteous
judgment of God, who "will render to each one according to his deeds": eternal life to those who by patient
continuance in doing good seek for glory, honor, and immortality;

The grace of God the Father be with you all. Amen.

Catholic Epistle

A Reading from the 1 Epistle of St. John. May his blessing be upon us. Amen

1John 2:15-17

Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in
him. For all that is in the worldthe lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of lifeis not of the
Father but is of the world. And the world is passing away, and the lust of it; but he who does the will of
God abides forever.

Do not love the world or the things in the world. The world passes away, and its desires; but he who
does the will of God abides forever. Amen.

Acts of the Apostles

The Acts of our fathers the apostles, may their blessings be with us.

Acts of the Apostles 4:23-27

And being let go, they went to their own companions and reported all that the chief priests and elders had
said to them. So when they heard that, they raised their voice to God with one accord and said: "Lord, You
are God, who made heaven and earth and the sea, and all that is in them, who by the mouth of Your
servant David have said: Why did the nations rage, And the people plot vain things? The kings of the earth
took their stand, And the rulers were gathered together Against the LORD and against His Christ. "For
truly against Your holy Servant Jesus, whom You anointed, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, with the
Gentiles and the people of Israel, were gathered together

The word of the Lord shall grow, multiply, be mighty, and be confirmed, in the holy Church of God.
Amen.

Synaxarium

The Twenty Third Day of the Blessed Coptic Month of Parmoute, may God make it always received, year
after year, with reassurance and tranquility, while our sins are forgiven by the tender mercies of our
God my fathers and brothers, Amen.

Martyrdom of Saint George the Great Martyr

On this day, of the year 307 A.D., the great among the martyrs St. George, was martyred. He was born
in Cappadocia; his father's name was Anastasius, and his mother's name was Theobaste. When he was
twenty years old, his father died, and he went to Emperor Diocletian to take over his father's position.
He found that the Emperor had apostatized the faith and ordered the worship of idols. George was
sorrowful, and he gave all his wealth to the poor and needy and set free his slaves. When he saw the
edict of the Emperor against the Christians, he became raged and tore it. They took him before the
Emperor, and he cried in their midst saying: 'For how long you shall pour your anger against the
innocent Christians, and force those who know the true faith to adopt the faith that you are in doubt of
because it is fraudulent? So, either you believe on this true faith, or at least do not disturb with
foolishness those who are steadfast in it.' The Emperor asked Mephnanius, one of his ministers, to pacify
and persuade him. He asked him: 'Who taught you to be daring like this.' The Saint answered: 'It is the
truth,’ then started to explain it to him. The Emperor interrupted, reminding the Saint with the ranks
that he bestowed on him, and promised him with more if he denied his Christ. The Saint refused with



pride all these vain propositions. The Emperor tortured him severely, but the Lord strengthened him
and healed all his wounds.

When the Emperor was weary of torturing him, he brought a magician, whose name was Athanasius,
who gave the Saint a cup full of poison to drink. St. George made the sign of the cross over the cup then
drank it. When no harm came upon him, the magician believed in the Lord Christ, and received the
crown of martyrdom. The Emperor became raged and ordered to squeeze him until he delivered up his
soul, and they cast his body out side the city. The Lord Christ raised him up, and the Saint returned to
the city. When the people saw him, three thousand and seven hundred souls believed. The Emperor
ordered to cut off their heads and they received the crown of martyrdom. When St. George stood before
Emperor Diocletian, along with seventy kings that were sitting around him, they asked the Saint: 'We
wish you to make these chairs that we are sitting on to put forth leaves, and bear fruit.' The Saint
prayed to the Lord Christ, the Lord accepted his supplication and the chairs put forth leaves and bore

fruit.

They took him once to a cemetery and asked him to raise the dead therein. He prayed to the Lord Christ.
The Lord raised them and after they talked to them, they returned to their graves and died. A poor
woman, brought her son, who was blind, deaf and dumb, he prayed to the Lord Christ then made the
sign of the cross over him, and he was healed right away. Diocletain, during all that, went on torturing
St. George, until he was weary and bored of that. He started to be pleasant to the Saint and promised to
give him his daughter in marriage if he would offer the incense to his gods. The Saint pretended that he
accepted his offer, and the Emperor rejoiced and brought him into the royal palace. While St. George
was praying the Psalms, the Empress heard him and asked him to explain to her what he had said. He
began to interpret to her all the events from the creation of the world to the Incarnation of the Lord
Christ, and his words entered her heart and she believed in the Lord Christ, to Whom is the Glory. The
Emperor ordered to call upon all the men of the city to gather, in order to see Saint George offering the
incense to the Emperor's gods. When multitude gathered by the idols, Gawargios (George) stood and
cried at the idols in the Name of the Lord Christ the Savior of the world. The earth opened its mouth and
swallowed all the idols. The Emperor and all those who were with him were ashamed and he returned
to his palace full of fury and wrath. The Empress told him: 'Didn't I tell you not to oppose the Galileans,
for their God is strong and mighty?' The Emperor was exceedingly wrath with her, for he knew that St.
George had brought her also to his faith. The Emperor with rage ordered to comb her body with a steel
comb, then cut off her head, and she received the crown of martyrdom. Finally, Diocletian decided to put
an end to the humiliation that befell him, so he ordered to cut off the head of St. George, and he received
the crown of martyrdom. A Christian took the body, wrapped it in expensive shrouds, and took it to the
city of Lydda, his hometown, and they built a great church on his name there.

May His intercession be with us and Glory be to our God forever. Amen.

Divine Liturgy Gospel

Stand in the fear of God and listen to the Holy Gospel. A reading from the Gospel according to our
teacher Saint John the Evangelist. May His Blessings be with us all. From the Psalms of our teacher
David the prophet. May his blessings be with us all.

Psalms 7:1,17

O LORD my God, in You I put my trust; Save me from all those who persecute me; And deliver me, I will
praise the LORD according to His righteousness, And will sing praise to the name of the LORD Most
High.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Our Lord God, Savior, and King of us all, Jesus Christ,
the Living Son of God to whom be glory forever. Amen.

John 7:39-42

But this He spoke concerning the Spirit, whom those believing in Him would receive; for the Holy Spirit
was not yet given, because Jesus was not yet glorified. Therefore many from the crowd, when they heard
this saying, said, "Truly this is the Prophet." Others said, "This is the Christ."But some said, "Will the
Christ come out of Galilee? Has not the Scripture said that the Christ comes from the seed of David and



from the town of Bethlehem, where David was?"
And Glory be to God forever



